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1. HONG KONG CHINESE-LANGUAGE DAILY MING PAO TODAY CARRIES 
AN ACCOUNT OF FOOCHOW MR COMMANDER PI TING-CHUN'S DEATH 
WHICH IT SAYS COMES FROM A RECENT TRAVELER TO FUKIEN. AP- 
PARENTLY BASED ON RUMORS CIRCULATING IN FUKIEN, THE MING PAO 
STORY CLAIMS THAT ANTI-AIRCRAET BATTERIES IN AMOY SHOT DOWN 
WHAT THEY THOUGH WAS AN ROC SPY PLANE, BUT WHICH PROVED ON 
INVESTIGATION TO BE A CONVERTED MIG 21 CARRYING COMMANDER PI. 

2. THE REPORT GOES ON TO STATE THAT CENTRAL AUTHORITIES IN 
PEKING WERE DISSATISEIED WITH THIS ACCOUNT OF PI'S DEATH, SINCE 
AMOY UNITS SHOULD HAVE BEEN AWARE OF PI'S PRESENCE IN THE 
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AIRCRAFT. INSTEAD, RUMORS ARE CIRCULATING IN EUKIEN THAT 
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THE CRASH THAT KILLED PI WAS THE RESULT OF A CONSPIRACY 
ON THE PART OF SUPPORTERS OF FORMER MR COMMANDER (AND CUR- 
RENT LANCHOW MR COMMANDER) HAN HSIEN-CHU, A BITTER FACTIONAL 
OPPONENT OF PI FROM THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION DAYS WHEN PI 
WAS DEPUTY TO HAN. 

3. COMMENT: BOTH THE CONSPIRACY AND THE ANTI-AIRCRAFT 
FIRE STORIES SOUND FAR-FETCHED, AND SHOULD PROBABLY 
BE TAKEN WITH MORE THAN A GRAIN OF SALT. THE FACT THAT 
SUCH STORIES ARE CURRENT IN FUKIEN, HOWEVER, IS A MEASURE 
OF THE DIFFICULTIES FACING LOCAL AUTHORITIES IN TRYING TO 
OVERCOME THE HEAVY LEGACY OF FACTIONALISM AND SUSPICION ON 
THE PROVINCE. 
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